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South Georgia Alpine Crossing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Introduction 
Over the last decade, there have been several attempts to follow Sir Ernest Shackleton's footsteps across the island of 
South Georgia, from King Haakon Bay in the south to Stromness whaling station in the north. Many have failed, due to 
weather, inexperience and/or bad luck. The crossing distance is 35 to 50 kilometres depending on the route, and 
involves crossing large, heavily crevassed glaciers and alpine passes. In March 2001 our Antarctica operators completed 
their first crossing – an exciting and marvellous success. The hinterland of South Georgia is beautiful, with rugged rock 
peaks and large complex glaciers. In this instance we walked across the route, as it was late summer when the snow 
cover is minimal. 

In November 2001 a second successful crossing was made – this time we skied and snow-shoed. It was a great 
adventure, but with extreme weather. We were forced to sit out a storm on the Crean Glacier, which ruined three tents 
in winds of 100 knots. It was too windy to stand up outside the tents and we had to sit for 6 hours against the tent walls 
to prevent collapse. Since then, we have made one or two attempts each season, some successful and others not. 

This is an extreme mountain environment that must be treated with great caution. Participants therefore require a 
suitable level of alpine climbing and trekking experience to undertake this expedition. Most of the journey is on glaciers 
and requires travelling with ropes so knowledge of glacier travel techniques is required. There is no real technical 
climbing encountered but there is steepish ground crossing from the Tridents down to the Crean Glacier. The weather is 
very changeable and a variety of weather is usually encountered including strong to gale force winds, rain or snow and 
even sunshine at times. It is a physically demanding undertaking and therefore requires a high level of fitness and 
endurance as the days can be very long.  
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In good weather, the crossing could take only 2 days, but we allow 3 days in case of bad weather. 

There is a real chance that we will have to turn back to King Haakon Bay or descend to Possession Bay if the wind is to 
strong on the alpine passes. We may also have to stop short in Fortuna Bay if we run out of time or the weather does not 
allow us to cross to Stromness. 

Each person will carry his or her own pack with all personal clothing, survival equipment, tent and a share of group 
food, stoves and fuel. The pack will probably weigh approximately 15 to 20kgs. Please see our “Equipment List” for 
what you need to bring for the crossing.  

 

What experience do I need? 
• Competent in the use of an ice axe and crampons including; 

- cramponing on moderately steep hard snow and ices 

- self arrest with an ice axe 

• Experience with travelling in crevassed terrain using a rope for personal safety. 

• At least 5 to 10 days snow camping experience in tents or snow shelters 

• Ability to carry a 15 to 20 kg pack for 4 days, for up to 10 hours a day. 

• Significant outdoor experience in extreme weather conditions such as high alpine, Himalayan or general 
mountain terrain. 

• Your own personal equipment such as backpack, gaiters, crampons, ice axe and, most importantly, 
mountaineering boots. 

• A high level of fitness and, above all, a good sense of humour and an understanding that there is a good chance 
that the crossing could be thwarted by weather. 

If you have any queries regarding your current skill level or your suitability for the crossing, 
you need to talk to us as early as possible. We can often suggest appropriate courses or other 
ways to acquire or get a refresher on skills you may need. We reserve the right to deny any 
person the opportunity to attempt the crossing if, in the Guide’s opinion, they have 
insufficient experience or fitness, or are inadequately equipped or prepared. 

 

 

If you wish to apply to participate in this expedition there is a trip specific booking and previous experience form 
which needs completing by you and submitting to our agents for clearance.  

This is required to confirm your booking. Once you have received clearance then we will take the payment for the 
crossing.  

The forms are forwarded to our climbing staff for consideration and you will receive a response as soon as possible. We 
are also required to submit this information to the South Georgia Government as part of our permit application. 


